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COMNENT ON SURPRISE DISSOLUTION OF JAPAXNESE DIET: The
decision of Prime Winlster YoRhida Lo dismclve the Japanoss
Die: is im part a recogrition that he no longer can resist
pressure from Lotk wiihin and cutside the Liboral Party for
early geseral elections. The sppareuntly suddeu decistiorn
for a dissolution now, rather thau ip late Septemaber as
proviously planned, represents strategy probably designed
to preserve Yoshlida's decliniag personal strength within
the party, a2 well as to favor the Liberal Party position.

The deciaion enables the government to forego the
prosent Diet session, which opened on 2¢ August. The
Opposition was planning to utilize this session for & con-
centrated pre-eloction attack ou Yoshida's policles., The
surprise action of Yoshida also leaves the Opposition parties
with ipadeqgquato campaigs preparations; this will resct in
favor of the prasent better known incumbents, a majorsity
of whom are Liberal Party members. An added factor mey
have been & desire on the part of Yoshida to stem the grovw-
ing strength of the rival Hatoyame faction within his owe
pariy.

The sleciion, which is now scheduled for 1 October,
will be the first temt of strength for the Litersl Party
since the conclusior of the Peace Treaty and the SYecurity
Pact. SNith US-Japan relastions a primary issue, the results
will serve at least as a partial indicator of the 2lectorste's
attitude toward Yoshida's pro-America: poliecies. It will
also provide the first opportuniiy for the wartime leaders
to regais thelir Diet seats following their forced retirement
from politics by SCAP's purge directives.

Yoshida »as suffered a2 persoaml decline in populariiy
aover recest months, and it is probable that this w»ill be
reflected iz the slection results., None of the Opposition
parties, howover, appear able to ehallenge seriously the
domiaant Liberal Party, whkich currently holds 285 of ihe

446 seatls ic the Lowver Bouse.
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